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Frade: Climbing the Stairs

Venkatraman, Padma. Climbing the Stairs. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2008. ISBN 9780399247460.
$16.99. 247 p.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Family life--India--Juvenile fiction; India--History--British occupation, 1790-1947-Juvenile fiction; Brain damage--Juvenile fiction; Books--Review;
This book is set during 1941 in India. While the Indians are struggling with their
independence, fifteen-year old Vidya is struggling to find her own independence. She wants to
go to college, and she has no desire to be married off. When her father is seriously injured during
a nonviolent protest, the family is forced to move in with their grandfather and extended family.
In this very traditional household, Vidya is treated like a slave. For example, in her grandfather's
house the women are not allowed upstairs. But one day Vidya goes searching for her brother and
discovers the library. Vidya asks her grandfather for permission to visit the library in the
afternoons, and permission is surprisingly granted. When she meets Raman, a young man living
in the house, they begin a friendship. Raman also has a desire to attend college, but he also
would like Vidya's hand in marriage. When Vidya's brother makes a decision to join the war,
Vidya’s life becomes even more complicated as she tries to decide what she really wants in life.
This book is a wonderful, fictional account of a young India girl who wants an untraditional
lifestyle, including an education, amidst personal and political drama.
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